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distant phrases; while the clown, who had no
such delicacy of conception and expression,
clothed his ideas in those plain, homely terms
that are the most obvious and natural. This
Mnd of good manners was perhaps carried to
an excess, so as to make conversation too stiff,
formal, and precise; for which reason (as
hypocrisy in one age is generally succeeded by
atheism in another) conversation is in a great
measure relapsed into the first extreme; so
that at present several of our men of the town,
and particularly those who have been polished
in Prance, make use of the most coarse, uncivil-
ized words in our language, and utter them-
selves often in such a manner as a clown
would blush to hear.
This infamous piece of good-breeding, which
reigns among the coxcombs of the town, has
not yet made its way into the country; and
as it is impossible for such an irrational way
of conversation to last long among a people
that make any profession of religion, or show
of modesty, if the country gentlemen get into
it they will certainly be left in the lurch.
Their good-breeding will come too late, to
them, and they will be thought a parcel of
lewd clowns, while they fancy themselves talk-
ing together like men of wit and pleasure.
As the two points of good-breeding which I
have hitherto insisted upon regard behavior
and conversation, there is a third, which turns
upon dress. In this, too, the country are very